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Itinerary Overview  

Yunnan is one of the most diverse and interesting regions of China and offers the visitor a huge range of 
scenery, cuisines and amazing sights.  On this journey you will travel ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȭÓ ÒÅÌÁØÅÄ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌȟ 
Kunming, south ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÒÁÃÅÄ ÒÉÃÅ ÐÁÄÄÉÅÓ ÏÆ 9ÕÁÎÙÁÎÇȟ ÃÕÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÒÏÌÌÉÎÇ ÈÉÌÌÓ by local 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÁÎÉ ÁÎÄ 9É ÅÔÈÎÉÃ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓȢ  4ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ 
most beautiful country roads towards Xishuangbanna ɀ a region of Yunnan that is culturally closer to 
South-%ÁÓÔ !ÓÉÁ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÅØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ 8ÉÓÈÕÁÎÇÂÁÎÎÁȭÓ ÃÏÌÏÕÒÆÕÌ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
villages you will return to Kunming, having had a real taste of the region that Lonely Planet rated as one 
of its Top 10 Travel Destinations for 2009ȣ 

Journey Highlights  

/Î ÔÈÉÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ the following highlights: 

¶ Watch a tea ceremony ÁÎÄ ÔÒÙ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ 9ÕÎÎÁÎȭÓ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ 0ÕȭÅÒ ÔÅÁ ÉÎ +ÕÎÍÉÎÇ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÅØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ Á 
secluded temple in the hills overlooking the city 

¶ Explore JiansÈÕÉȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÍÉÎÇ ÏÌÄ ÔÏ×Î 
¶ 7ÁÔÃÈ ÓÕÎÒÉÓÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÉÒÒÏÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȱ ɀ the fabulous Yuanyang rice terraces 
¶ Wander through bustling markets in the charming hillside villages of the Yuanyang region 
¶ $ÒÉÖÅ ÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ 9ÕÎÎÁÎȭÓ 

loveliest country roads 
along the Vietnamese and 
Laotian borders 

¶ Wander the streets of 
sleepy Jinghong, the capital 
of tropical Xishuangbanna 
and sample Dai minority 
cuisine 

¶ Visit the enormous 
Xishuangbanna Tropical 
Botanical Garden 

¶ Best of all, enjoy world-
class highways, wonderful 
country roads and some of 
the most fascinating off-the-
beaten-path roads in China 
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Day-by-Day Description  

Day 1 
Arrival in +ÕÎÍÉÎÇȣ )ȭÍ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȣ 
You arrive in Kunming according to your own arrangements.  We will pick you up and take you 
ÔÏ +ÕÎÍÉÎÇȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÈÏÔÅÌ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎ ,ÁËÅȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÔÁËÅ Á ÓÔÒÏÌÌ 
around the lake to get a taste of the easy-ÇÏÉÎÇ ÐÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÌÁÒÇÅ 
cities, before eating dinner in a beautifully restored Qing-dynasty house. 

Altitude: 1900m 
Distance: 0km 
Duration: 0 hours 
Road Condition: NA.1 
Hotel: Green Lake Hotel, Kunming (*****)2 

Day 2 
GettinÇ ÙÏÕÒ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÉÃÅÎÓÅȣ ÐÌÕÓ ÔÅÁ-tasting and sight -seeing in Kunming  
All the documents for your temporary license will be ready; you will just need to take a simple 
eye test and sign the paperwork.  After completing ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÌÉÔÉÅÓȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ Á 
taste of Kunming ɀ ÓÁÍÐÌÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ 9ÕÎÎÁÎȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÅØÐÏÒÔ ɀ 0ÕȭÅÒ 4ÅÁ ɀ and visit the 
secluded Bamboo Temple in the hills overlooking Kunming. The day ends with a lovely dinner 
together in a wonderful historic restaurant serving delicious Yunnanese food. 

Altitude: 1900m 
Distance: 0km 
Duration: 0 hours 
Road Condition: NA. 
Hotel: Green Lake Hotel, 
Kunming (*****)  

Day 3 
On the road to the 
Ȭ-irrors of God ȭȣ 
9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄ ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁ! 
Today you will enjoy a 
wonderful drive south to 
the magnificent Yuanyang 
rice terraces, poetically 
ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÍÉÒÒÏÒÓ 
of GÏÄȭȢ On the way, you 
will stop at Jianshui, a small 
city with a charming old town ɀ the perfect place for lunch and a stroll around some of the 
beautiful Qing-dynasty buildings. 4ÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎȭÓ ÄÒÉÖÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ 
mountain roads in China, before arriving in Yuanyang in the late afternoon. If the weather is 
good, you will enjoy a stunning view over the rice paddies as the setting sun glints off each 
paddy fieldȣ 

Altitude: 1800m 
Distance: 350km 
Duration: 6 hours 
Road Conditions: Beautifully paved most of the way, only the last 30km is a little bumpy 
Hotel: Yunti Hotel, Yuanyang (***) 

  

                                                             

1 The distances, durations and road conditions can vary depending on local conditions. 

2 We strive to offer the hotels listed here, but if they are unavailable, we reserve the right to provide other, equivalent hotels. 
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Day 4 
Exploring the hillside villages of Yuanyang  
At dawn, you will drive to one of the best viewing spots in Yuanyang to enjoy the rice terraces in 
their best light, as the golden early morning sunlight dances across the surface of the water.  
Spend the rest of the day exploring exotic local markets and lively Hani and Yi minority villages 
before driving on to watch the sunset from another stunning viewpoint ɀ bring your camera! 

Altitude: 1800m 
Distance: 100km 
Duration: 3 hours 
Road Conditions: 
Generally good, but 
very winding and 
occasionally bumpy  
Hotel: Yunti Hotel, 
Yuanyang (***) 

 

Day 5 
On winding back 
roads to Jiangcheng 

9ÏÕȭÖÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ 
trip because, surely, 
you enjoy driving. 
You will be in your 
element today and 
tomorrow  because the next few days are spent on beautiful back roads winding through lush 
green countryside. After an early lunch, you start your drive from Yuanyang to Jinghong, the 
sleepy capital of Xishuangbanna Autonomous Region, travelling through beautiful parts of 
Yunnan that hardly any tourists see ɀ through tea plantations and across rolling hills ɀ before 
reaching our overnight stop in Jiangcheng, close to both the Vietnamese and Laotian borders. 

Altitude: 1100m 
Distance: 270km 
Duration: 8.5 hours 
Road Conditions: Quiet, 
winding country roads, 
all sealed 
Hotel: Jinyishui Hotel, 
Jiangcheng (***) 
 

Day 6 
Into tropical 
Xishuangbanna 
In the morning, you 
will continue the 
lovely drive to 
Jinghong, as the road 
drops down through a 
series of lovely valleys 
to the Xishuangbanna 
Dai Autonomous Prefecture.  Stop for lunch at the beautiful Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical 
Gardens, and learn about some of the plÁÎÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ 
ecologically diverse.  After an easy drive to Jinghong ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÅÎÊÏÙ Á ÒÅÌÁØÅÄ dinner at a splendid 
garden restaurant ɀ your first chance to sample delicious Dai cuisine. 














